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Under the legislation, $13.5 billion would go to VA 
health services, including $4 billion for private care 
in situations where a veteran's doctor determines 
that non-VA care is best for them. 

The bill also includes $400 million for training 
programs for veterans who lost their jobs during the 
pandemic, and $272 million to help clear the 
backlog of claims applications that developed as a 
result of office closures. 

It would allocate $750 million for state veterans 
homes to be used to improve care for veterans in 
these homes, which are not run by the VA. This 
money would be used for cleaning, personal 
protective equipment and perceived staffing 
shortages. 

The VA has roughly $10.5 million in funding left 
over from the CARES Act, which was passed last 
March. 

Committee ranking Republican Sen. Jerry Moran of 
Kansas asked about that funding and questioned 
whether the VA needs the $17 billion. 

"I want to make sure that this care is not occurring 
in the community, under community care, it's not 
occurring in the VA," Moran said. 

Stone said the CARES Act continues to fund 
COVID-19 treatment for veterans, as well as 
personal protective equipment, some programs 
for homeless veterans and community care. 

As of Feb. 24, the VA had logged a total of 225,797 
cases of COVID since the start of the pandemic, with 
10,342 total deaths. Active cases, however, are 
declining rapidly, down to 5,530 cases from a high of 
20,650 cases on Jan. 11. 

********** 

Quote of the Quarter 

“Whatever your mind can conceive and 
believe it can achieve with Positive Mental 

Attitude.”    Napoleon Hill 

DoD Retirees and 
Dependents Now Getting 

Redesigned ID Cards 

This  article  by  Patricia  Kime  originally  appeared  on 
Military.com, a leading source of news for the military 
and veteran community.

Military  retirees  and  family  members  renewing  or 
getting their  first  military identification cards this year 
are  nearly  guaranteed  to  receive  the  Next  Generation 
Uniform Services Identification, or USID, Card, the first 
update to Defense Department IDs for  non-active duty 
beneficiaries in nearly 30 years. 

According  to  Pentagon  data,  97%  of  the  DoD's  ID 
renewal  offices,  known  as  Real-Time  Automated 
Personnel Identification Card System, or RAPIDS, sites 
worldwide  are  issuing  the  new  cards,  which  more 
closely resemble Common Access Cards used by troops 
and DoD civilians.

A look at the Next Generation Uniform Services 
Identification Card. (DoD image)

 More than 200,000 new cards  had been issued as  of 
Feb. 28, according to data provided by the Pentagon. 

The  USID  cards  are  more  durable  than  the  previous 
laminated cards since they are hard plastic and feature 
advanced  security  measures  that  make  them  less 
susceptible to counterfeiting and being used for fraud, 
according to defense officials.
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The cards are being issued to new retirees and 
family members, as well as beneficiaries whose 
cards have expired. The transition to the new 
cards is expected to be completed by January 
2026. 

Those eligible for the ID cards include 
dependents of active-duty troops; Reserve 
members; retirees and their dependents; Medal 
of Honor  recipients and their dependents; 
100%-disabled veterans and their dependents; 
and dependents of Reserve members activated 
for 30 days or more. 

As anyone with a military ID knows, the cards 
are necessary to access military bases easily, 
shop at commissaries and exchanges, and use 
on-base amenities. 

In April, as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic,  Pentagon officials announced that 
dependent and retiree cards that were to expire 
in 2020 had been extended automatically 
through September. This allowance has been 
extended again through June 2021 to help 
eliminate the need to visit a RAPIDS site in 
person. 

Beneficiaries who have the current ID card 
should not seek a new card solely for the 
purpose of obtaining the new style, DoD 
officials said. The old style ID cards will remain 
valid through their expiration date, according to 
the Pentagon. 

********** 

 A newly published book by TONY DELEON 
PIZARRO, “The Man behind the Uniform” is now 

available at amazon.com.  An inspiring 
autobiography and success story.

**********

in memoriam

CDR. Virgilio G. Gonzales, USN, retired
September 11, 1932 - December 29, 2020

CDR. Virgilio “Gil” Gonzales  passed away on 
December 29, 2020. He had been a lifetime member 
of the Filipino American Military Officers Association 
(FAMOS) and past President of the organization. He 
was interred with military honors  at the Miramar 
National Cemetery in January 2021. 

Our sincere condolences and deepest sympathy goes 
out to his widow, Jennie, and his family. May he rest 
in eternal peace. 

CDR. Gonzales was born on September 11, 1932 in 
Munoz, Nueva Ecija, Philippines. He was one of nine 
children. He joined the United States Navy as a 
steward recruit in 1954 at Sangley Point, Cavite, 
Philippines. Through hard work and perseverance,  he  
worked his way through the ranks, becoming an 
officer on October 1, 1954. He retired from the U.S. 
Navy with the rank of Commander after a meritorious 
and distinguished naval service. His educational 
attainments include   a Bachelor of Science Degree  in 
Business Administration and Post Graduate School in 
Monterey, California.  

Among his significant major commands include - 
Material Officer, U.S. Navy Public Works Center, 
Subic  Naval Base , Philippines;  Supply  Officer,  USS  

Continued on Page 9 

http://www.military.com/benefits/veteran-benefits/the-medal-of-honor.html
http://www.military.com/benefits/veteran-benefits/the-medal-of-honor.html
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/04/08/pentagon-extends-id-card-expiration-dates-allows-mail-order-some.html
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/04/08/pentagon-extends-id-card-expiration-dates-allows-mail-order-some.html
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/04/08/pentagon-extends-id-card-expiration-dates-allows-mail-order-some.html
http://amazon.com
http://www.military.com/benefits/veteran-benefits/the-medal-of-honor.html
http://www.military.com/benefits/veteran-benefits/the-medal-of-honor.html
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/04/08/pentagon-extends-id-card-expiration-dates-allows-mail-order-some.html
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/04/08/pentagon-extends-id-card-expiration-dates-allows-mail-order-some.html
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/04/08/pentagon-extends-id-card-expiration-dates-allows-mail-order-some.html
http://amazon.com


Page  9

Page 9

in memoriam

OSCS (AW) Jimmie Sober, USN, retired
July 29, 1937-February 27, 2021

OSCS Jimmie Sober passed away on February 
27, 2021 at his home surrounded by his wife 
(Eleanor), family, and friends. He was  a long-
time honorary member of FAMOS who provided 
valuable support to the association. He served as 
President of the following  Filipino American 
organizations: South Bay Fil-Am Association, 
San Diego Executive Lions Club, and Samahan 
Fil-Am Heritage  organization. 

Jimmie was born in Sheldon on  July 29, 1937. 
After graduating from High School, he joined the 
U.S. Navy in 1956. He served ten years on active 
service and nineteen years in the naval reserve. 
Upon retirement from the navy, he worked for 
Rohr Industries in Maryland. Thereafter he 
returned to San Diego and studied Law in social 
security and workers compensation. He was 
subsequently employed as Social Security 
Analyst for the State of California until his 
retirement. In retirement, he provided free legal 
services to numerous disadvantaged people.  

A celebration of life memorial service to honor 
Jimmie will be held on April 10, 2021 from 1:00 
PM to 5:00 PM  at First  United Methodist  
Church, 242 8th Street, National City, CA 91950.  
Please be aware that church occupancy during 
the service will be limited  due to COVID-19 
protocol. 

May he Rest in Peace. “Fair Winds and following 
Seas.” 

********** 
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Gridley (CG-21);  Chief Program Manager, 
JUSMAG, Philippines; Assistant Chief of Staff for 
Logistics, Commander Naval Forces, Philippines; 
Officer-in-Charge, Naval Supply Center, Long 
Beach, California;  Chief, Supply Branch, HQ 
AFSOUTH, Italy; Financial  and Logistics Advisor, 
Imperial Iranian Naval Air Force; and Comptroller 
and Supply Officer, San Diego, California. 

He will be missed greatly. “Fair Winds and 
Following Seas.” 

********** 

Continued from Page 2 

While the scams may change, the bulk of the protective 
actions  you  can  take  remain  the  same.  MOAA has 
outlined several of these steps in previous articles and 
webinars (Premium/Life member login required); click 
those links for full details, but here’s a quick refresher:

• Not sure whether a call purporting to be from a 
federal  agency  or  other  organization  is 
legitimate? Hang up, look up the number of the 
agency, and call back.

• Protect  personal  information  by  changing 
passwords  regularly,  shredding  important 
documents,  and  watching  what  you  share  on 
social media.

• Be safe online by not opening suspicious links 
or attachments, and check for an “https” in front 
of  the  URL  before  making  any  financial 
transactions.

• Stay up to date with your local vaccine rollout 
information, and learn more about DoD and VA 
offerings; get details at MOAA.org/Coronavirus.

And  one  new  item  for  the  list:  Multiple  federal 
agencies,  including  the  Federal  Trade  Commission, 
have  warned  against  celebrating  your  COVID-19 
vaccine by posting photos of your vaccine card online. 
Cards  with  your  date  of  birth,  health  care  provider 
details,  and  other  personal  information  offer 
opportunities to online identity thieves.

**********
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AS I READ IT 

BY: OSG  

GUIDE TO HOUSE PLANTS (For our 
FAMOS Ladies)  

Many exciting varieties of indoor plants are 
available to brighten up homes. Lighting is 
most important to plant health and long 
life. Natural lights entering our homes 
through windows can be classified as: 
bright-four hours or more of direct 
sunlight; medium-bright, indirect sunlight; 
and dim-shadowless light of most north 
windows. Decide where your plant is to be 
placed and select the one that will grow best 
under existing conditions.  

How often should a plant be watered? 
First check moisture level at least an inch 
below the top soil. Always use tepid water. 
Cold  
water will shock many plants and cause 
wilting. Plants in plastic pots should be 
watered less frequently than those in clay. 
Pots without drainage holes accumulate 
water at the bottom; excess watering can 
drown plants using these pots. As a general 
rule-of-thumb, it is safe to assume under 
watering is far less harmful than over 
watering.  

Temperature and moisture in the air around 
the plants are important too. Misting is one 
way to raise humidity levels and is 
beneficial to nearly all plants. Trays filled 
with water and gravel, added to elevate the 
plant, will add humidity as the water 
evaporates. Plants also give off their own 
moisture; placing plants in close groupings 
help provide needed humidity. Avoid 
placing your plants in cool drafty areas or 
near heat registers.  

********** 

Cagayan Valley Disaster Relief 

Through the unrelenting determination and 
dedication of the council president,  Blessida 
Diwa and her husband, the relief effort to help 
those who lost lives and properties during the 
destructive typhoon continues. Several homes 
that were damage or destroyed are being 
rebuilt without cost to the owners. Shown 
above is one example of a completely renovated 
home.   

FAMOS is proud to be a part of the endeavor to 
help our less fortunate “kababayans” in the 
Philippines in their time of need. Our 
contribution, albeit small, was significant 
enough to make a difference in the lives of 
those who suffered the most.  

As of this writing, I received word that Blessida 
Diwa passed away. She died helping people put 
their lives together after a devastating tragedy. 
May she rest in peace. 

********** 
FAMOS ZOOM MEETING MINUTES

March 13, 2021 
Meeting attended by Oscar Garcia, Benny 
Valerio, Joy Gacuya, Teddy Datuin, Nap 
Ferraris, Marissa Marquez, and Ernie Liwag. 

Members  unanimously  approved  FAMOS 
support for the campaign to name  a U.S. Navy 
ship for a Filipino-American Medal of Honor 
recipient,  Telesforo Trinidad. 

Continued on Page 11 
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Continued from Page 10 :  President Oscar Garcia reported that  Scottish Rites 
Center will refund our deposit for the cancelled April 2021 Anniversary celebration.  

Next  zoom meeting is scheduled on Saturday, April 3, 2021.  More details to follow. 
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FILIPINO-AMERICAN MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION 
Founded in May 1990 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL/APPLICATION 

Regular (  ) Associate (  ) Honorary (  ) Student (  ) 

Name:_____________________________ DOB:________(Month) 

Rank & Military Branch:_________ Commissioning Source:________ 

Address_______________________________________________ 

Telephone: H:______________W:______________C:___________ 

E-mail:__________________________ DOB:__________(Month) 

Spouse: DOB:____________(Month)  Anniversary________(Month) 

Designator/MOS:________________________________________ 

Duty Station:___________________________________________ 

Educational Background (Optional)___________________________ 

Annual Membership Fee ($25.00) - Check one  

(Honorary & Student Members - Free) ______ 

Regular_____ Associate_____ GS11 or Higher_____ E-9_____ 

Please mail your application with appropriate fees to: 

FAMOS  *  1232 Cima Del Rey  *  Chula Vista, CA 91910 
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